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In scripture, the prophet Malachi talks about the coming Messiah.  He refers to the notion of finding silver 

and gold buried under the slag piles of daily routine.  A writer wondering about these things realizes that 

ore is inanimate.  Still, can you imagine what it would feel like to go into a smelter furnace?  The gold and 

silver that comes out is pure and valuable.  But if rocks had feelings, the refining process would be 

incredibly painful.  The biblical prophet alludes to unavoidable pain that accompanies change in human 

lives.  

 

Most of us today have strong ecological consciousness, but we live in resource-supported communities.  

Our suppliers and customers understand the refining metaphor.  At times much of the world gets pretty 

arrogant  and self-righteous, demanding the products of the mines, oceans and forests while refusing to 

recognize the costs.  The current predicament of the forest industry underscores concerns, by-products of 

dilemmas it faces.  We’re referring to the human costs that impact family-by-individual family.  

 

The combination of factors shaping painful industry transformation decisions have been well documented 

in the media.  At this time of year we’re especially conscious of the need to be darn careful with the 

byproduct of the recovery of our precious ‘metals’—our forest products.  We’re reminded that even the 

thing of beauty, in the gathering of it, has the potential to destroy.  Right now the lumber industry is going 

through the fire.  The  

“refiner’s fire”.  Especially during this Holiday Season we are alerted to some of the costs—the mill shut 

down, the logger unemployed, the family run business closed. Families, communities are hurting.   

 

The Holiday Season has become distorted.  A jolly man with a beard bounces into our reality and fixes 

everything with a bunch of miracles.  But unavoidably, the fragrance of Christmas tree boughs remind us of 

workaday challenges in search of new miracles.  The prophet’s reminder for us to “Make straight, smooth 

out the rough ways in preparation”  this year might well conjure roads leading into our woods and, we 

hope, out of the woods! 

 

In this season of celebration we are thankful for business entrusted during the year.  At the same time we 

pay tribute to workers who bear disproportionate share of costs at the cutting edge of production.  May the 

good health we wish for the New Year include economies that sustain, relationships that grow in wholeness, 

communities that encompass  fairness with wisdom and power that liberates.       

 

    


